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QISPP DEVELOPS NEW
NMDS INJURY
SURVEILLANCE FORM
AND SOFTWARE

In accordance with thc data col lection and

cocling guidelines of the Natitlnal Minirnunl

Data Set lbr Injury Surveil lance (NMDSIS)'

QISPP has devclopcd a new injury data

collcction fornt lirr use in its participatin-u

hospitals. The l irrnt faci l i tatcs col lection of

tho sevcn core data i tems outl ined in thc

NMDSIS e i thor  at  the basic  levc l  o l 'dcta i l

demanded hy NMDSIS, or at a socttnd ntttrc

detai led levcl devcloped by QISPP.

QISPP is also in thc f inal sta-ccs of devclopinu

a sophisticated PC based softwarc packa-uc

called InjurEZ. InjurEZ has the capacity'

for:

. manual clata cntry l'rtlm thc ncw data

colloction l irrnt dcscribcd ahovc

.  c lectnrn ic  c la ta dt lwnl t lad l - r t lm any

Emergcncy Departmcnt sol'twarc collccting

NMDSIS data

' ISIS-style analysis and rcport ing l 'unctions

on NMDSIS data.
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InjurEZ requires either Microsoft Windows
on a 386 or better PC compatible or a
Macintosh with a 68030 or better processor.
Eightmegabytes of niemory is recommended
for optimum performance although small
IniurEZ databases will run with less memory.

The cost of InjurEZ is $500 for the software
and the runtime liccnse plus $100 for every
1,000 records to be collected. Thc software
comes in versions which accommodate
different sized applications. Thus, a sportin-q
club thatexpccts to collectlcss than a thousand
cases would pay $600, whercas a state injury
control project collecting 50,000 records
would pay $5,500 for InjurEZ. QISPP will
sell and supportlnjuryEZ injury surveillance
management software and any cnquirics
should be directcd to Denise Jones at QISPP
on (07) tt40 8569.

INJURIES IN KITCHENS
TO CHILDREN UNDER
FIVE
During rhc pcriod l/ l / tJ8 ro 3l l I2l93, 1,332
Brisbane South childrcn undcr fivc sut'fcred a
sevcre cnough injury in a kitchcn to warrant
bcing taken to hospital.

Onc third <tf these childrcn wcrc bctwccn onc
and two years of age.

In this age groLlp, oight per cent of in. iurics in
l.hc homc occurrcd in thc kitchcn (more than
half - 53% occurrcd in the l ivin-s or slccpin_u
ttrca,33'7,' occurred in the -gardcn or -sara-uc and
67, rrccuned in the hathroom, laundry or toilet).

Children in this age group sustainin_c injurics
in the kitchen were admittcd at a rate of l9% ,
conrpared with an admission ratc of 207r for
injuries occurring in the gardcn or -qiua-so.

The Hazard Score System (where lowest score

indicates mostdangerous area) applied to injury

data in this age group produced a rating of 3 for

giuden injuries, 4.5 tbr living/sleeping area

injuries, 5 for kitchen injuries and 7.5 tor

injuries occurring in the bathroom,laundry or

toilet.

Poisonings and burns were the most common

typc of injury suffered by children under five

in the kitchen (54% of cases). The trunk was
thc body part most commonly involved in

burn injuries (one quarter of burn injuries),

followed by hands and fingers (20q,) and arms
(20%) .  The  mos t  sc r i ous  bu rn  i n ju r i es ,
( indicated by an admission ratc of 347'), were
burns to the lace and head, fttllowed by burns
to thc trunk (admissitln rate ol 30c1,).

Scven pcrcent of these under five year olds
injured in kitchcns suft'ered concussion and
five pcrcent suff'ered fractures. Forty eight
pcrcent ol '  those with fractures required
adniission to hospital.

Drugs and medications were irnplicated in
20cI: oI injury cases, and cleaning agents and
chcmicals in a further 5%, of cases. Food and
drink such as -gravy, hot water, tea, coffee,
soup and other hot bcverages wcre implicated
in l8c/t of cases.

Copyright FARWORKS Inc. distribuled by Universal Press Syndicate

"You're so morbid.  Jonolhon- lhe poper comes
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INJURIES ON
BUSES
QISPP recorded 475 injuries to pcople on buses
during a six yciu period ending on3Ill2l93.

Seven percent of these people reported being
on the iob at the time of their injury.

Fivc percent of peoplc were on minibuses
when injurcd.

The age distribution of these injurics was
bimodal, with peaks occurring at 10 to 19 ycars
(24Va of cases), and 60 to 69 years (15'2, ol '
cases).

BUSES WITH MORE THAN TWENTY
SEATS

Motor vehicle accidents irrolvirtg buses

Of the 449 people injured on buses with more
than twenty seats, 407c, were iniurod in motttr
vehicle crashes or during sudden swcrving ttr
braking of the bus.

Ol these, 73 (40q(,) were sitting in the bus and
were injurcd when thrown forward against the
rail or scat in front, or thrown off the seat onto
the tloor.

A further 32 (18%,) were reported to he standing
or walking in thc bus when thrown off balance
by thc motion of thc hus. In thre e o[ these cases
thc bus started lirrward bclbrc thc passonger
had completed al ighting lrom the bus.

In 43 cascs of injuries to bus occupants thc bus
collided with a car: in othcr cascs thc bus
coll ided with larger vohiclcs such as other
buses (19 incidents), trucks, semi trai lers and
cranos. Other scenarios in which bus occupants
were injured were husos striking houses, dtt-es
or pedestrians, or rcl l l ing ovcr stecp incl incs.

Alighting from ttr bttarding a stationary bus

A further 33'/,. ol peoplc iniurcd themsolvcs
while alighting tiom or boarding a stal.ionary

bus. These people slipped, tripped or f-ell dtlwn

or up the bus steps, injuring thcir ankles, teet t)r

knees. Twenty percent sull-ered fiactures. 87,
of people injured in this way required admissit.rn
to hospital.

Bus doors and other incidents

20%t of people injure d on buses with tnore than
twcnty seats werc injured in a miscellany of

other incide nts such as the bus doors closing on

them (22 cases), tr ipping in thc bus, bein-s
stood on by other passen-gcrs, -cettin-s forei-un
matter in {.heir cycs, bein-e struck by falling
luggagc or catching or bumping themselves on
projcctions in the bus. Thesc injurics tendcd to

bc minor, with only 6% requir in-s admissir ln ttr
hospital.

Intentional injuries and horseplay

Of the 449 iniurcd on lar-uc buses, 23 sustaincd
injuries related to violencc and 3 wcrc injured
during horscplay. Thc majority (three quartcrs)
ol ' these wcre aged under l5 ycars.

MINIBUSES

26 o1 the 475 bus injurics reportcd to QISPP
occurred on minibuscs. Of thcsc l5 (5ti7 )
were the result of mott,rr vchicle accidcnt
scenarios similar to those in which lar-sc bLtscs
worc involvcd. The circunistances surrounding
thc rer .ua inder  of  thc in iur ies a lso c losely
minored those occurrins rvith larsc buscs.
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HAZARD RANKING:
A NEW PERSPECTIVE
ON SPORTING INJURIES
Denise Jonos BSc QISPP Co-t.rrdinator

QISPP rccorded 8,336 sport-related injurics
presenting at South Brisbane hospitals in the
two years ending 31.12.93.

77o of thcse sport- injured pcoplc rcquircd
admission to hospital.

Thc sports most frequently iniplicatcd in
presentations at Brisbanc Sout h hospiul s duri ng
this period were:

squash
vollcyhall
baskcthall
softball/baseball
martial arts
hockey
netball

5',X
1'/(
A  t ' /+ / (

1'/,
3,/,
3,1.
2rI

Thcsc sp()rts however have varyin-g ratcs () i
injury scvcrity,which niay hc indicatcd h1'thc
proportion ol' prcsentati ons req ui ri n g ad ni iss i o n
to hospital. The admission rates ol' these
sports ll'oni highc.st to lowest werc:

Ii these two indicators of 'danger' for cach
sport, frequency of presentation for injury
and rate of admission for injury, are com-
bined by a sintple ranking systcni, lhc 'ntost

dangerous' sports are thcrefore (l'roni nrost
dangcrous to least dan_tcrous):

HAZARD RANK SPORT

5
6
1

lbotball/rugby
tuul.duor cricket
baskctball ,  indoor
cricket, tennis
sol ' thal l /ha.schal l ,  nct
bal l ,  vo l lcybal l
squash
martial arts
hockcy

It must be retnernbered that this tlatu tloes not
reJlect the numbers o.f people plut'ing euch
sport. Nor does it take intrt cortsideration the
,sporting injurie,s presenting ut 24 hour rnedi-
cul certtres, generul pructitioner.s und ph'-,si-
otlterulti.st.s, rtr tho.te rrtuttu,qed ut home.

PRODUCT RECALL NOTICE
(JUNE e4)
TOYOTA: Toyota VN lexcens produced behveen August
1989 and October  1990 w i th in  the  lo l low ing  Veh ich ic le
identi f icat ion Number range.

6H8 VNL1gH KT299500 MT465000
6H8 VNL35H KT2s9s00 MT465000
6H8 VNX1gH f i299500 MT465000
6H8 VNK19H KT299500 MT465000
6H8 VNK3sH KT299500 MT465000

The dnver's seat belt  stalk and buckle assembly on these
vehicles l ightly contact the seat frame. There is a concem
overa prolonged penod of use, especial ly i f  the seat posit ion
is frequently adlusted, that the belt webbing which rs
contained within acorn:gated plastic sleeve may be abraded.
l f  this occurs, the strength of the seat belt  stalk wil l  be
reduced.
Contact 008 800 394.

sport

football/ru_uhy
s()cce r
netball
baskctball
outdorlr crickct
softball/ba.se ball
indoor cricket
vollcyball
nlartial arts
squash
tcnnis
hockcy

proportion of
sports injuries

40,1
10,'l
9'l
8''-|
5'7
3,7
2,/,
2,/,
2,1
zq
2,/,
2,1

I
2
3

sport

Lennis
socccr
football/rugby
outdoor cricket
indoor cricket

proportion
of injuries
requir ing
admission

| 1,,(
9'/,
8,1
7'7
6,7
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