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QUEENSLAND INJURY
COALITION MEETING

This Month. r,
Welcome to the first edition of 1995.

ln this month's edition we cover the
following topics.

Cigarette related injuries in
chi ldren

Eye injuries in the Brisbane
South Region

Violence related injuries in the
workplace

Injuries at Southbank

The thente Jbr the next QIC nreeting on
February 2l will be suicide and selJ
harm. Dr. Chris Cantor, Head of the
Suic ide Researc le and Prevent ior t
Progrant has been invited to address the
meeting.

The related issue oJ'J'irearms will also be

discussed.

General busizess will ittclude the QIC's
advocacy role includittg workitrg witlt
the media.

Contact the Coordinator, Elizabeth
Freemnn on 8408569 Monday,Tuesday
or Thursday, if you would like to be a
part oJ' the QIC, wonld l ike more
information or would like to come the
next nteeting.

2pm-4pm
Tuesday, February 21, 1995
Conference Room 3, Level 3

Mater Adults Hospital
South Brisbane
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CIGARETTE
RELATED
INJURIES IN
CHILDREN

QISPP recorded 65 children sustaining
injuries related to cigarettes during the
period l/1/88 to 3lll2l93. More than
three quarters (7lVc,) of these children
were under three ycars of age. Thc
niajority (65%) of injuries occurred in
the living or slecping arca of the child's
own home.

Forty l1ve percent of the injuries werc
partial thickness burns and surprisin-uly,
alnrost as many (42%) wcrc systemic
poisoning through in-sestion of cigarcttcs
by children. Thc remaining iniuries
involved ash orsmoke cntcrinc chi ldre n's
eyes.

Sevcnty two percent of the hurn in jurics

werc hurns to the eyes. In most cases
cigarette-related burns occuncd when
the child was runnin-u around, walking
or  p lay ing near  an adul t  ho ld ing a
cigarctte. In a few instances, burn inj uries
occurred when thc chi ld was playing
with cigarettes orcigarctte hutts, or trvinc
to l ight  up.

Poisoning through in_ucstion ol'ci garottcs
tended to be more serious than burns,
with l5'Z ol 'chi ldrcn who wcrc poisoned
requ i r i n_e  adm iss ion  l . o  hosp i t a l ,
comparcd withl ' ,4 of chi ldrcn with hurns
requir ing admission. Thc rcason t irr this
is that more nicotine is absorhcd h1' thc
stomach al ier chowin_u or swallowin_s
tobacco than by the lungs whilc smokin-rr
tobacco. Nicotine poisonin_u can bc
scr ious and ntay causc vomiL in: : .  an
increase in heart rate and bkxrd prcssure,
musclc twitching and evcntual paralysis
and an incrcase in blood suirar lcvcl.

INJURIES AT
SOUTHBANK

QISPP recorded 255 case s ol people injured at
the Southbank Parklands during the period
1.1.88 to 30.6.94. Of thcse ovcr half (55' ' i ,)

occurred to children under the age ctf l5 ycars
with children in the 5-9 age group rccording the

hi-chest incidcnce of injury Q2q(,) of al l  cascs.

As mi-qht be expccted, over a tlfth of the injur' :s
(22'/o) t.tccurred durin-c the month of Janut ry

during the sumrncr holiday period.

ln nearly hall of the case s, the injury was t te
result of a fall. Play-eround equipnient such as
the t lyin-u fox, cl imbing apparatus and swin-ss
wcre implicated in 20'/, '  of cases. TwenlY-
scven  cascs  o f  i n j u r y  t l c cu r red  du r i ng
swimming. f ivc o[ which were drctwnin-u-
related. Thirty f ive in. iurics wcrc rcported :rs
thc result of violcnce .

The most c()mmon injuries recorded were:
Cuts and lacerations 33%
Fractures 27'/r,
Bruisin-s 19%
Sprains I l ' / ,

Thc naturc ol thc injuries was such that l17
rcqr"rired admission to hospital.
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' just keep:tarrn, Suddy, and
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EYE INJURIES IN
BRISBANE SOUTH
REGION

Demographic pattern

QISPP has recorde d 14,4ll eye injuries during
the six yearperiodending 31112193. Eye injurics
represented 77o of the iniuries on the QISPP
database during this pericld.

Eye injuries wcre admitted to hospital at a rate
o[7 7o (thc average admission rate for the QISPP
database during this period was l37c).

Eighty-sevcn percent. of thosc sustaining inj uries
to their eyes wero ntales.

Eleven pcrcent. of this subset of eyer injurics
( 1.570 cases) occurred in chi ldren under f i f ieen
years of age.

Almost one third (32%) of cyc injuries occurred
in people aged 20 to 29 years. Fifty four
pcrcent, or more than half of the subset of eye
injurics occurred in people a-gcd 20 to 39 years.

Geographic location

Forty-one percent of eyc injuries occurred in
areas of production (tactories, warchouses,
mines, quarries, construction sites, and othcr
industrial areas). A llrther 38% occurred in
residential areas such as thc patient's own or
another home.

Occupational eye injuries

Almrrst hall (41'/,,) of eye injurie s occurred 'on

thc - job'; 3l ' I ,  ol ' thesc claimcd or intcndt:d to
claim workcrs'compensation for thcir injury.

Eye  i n ju r i es  were  mos t  common in  the
manufacturing of fabricated nictal pnlducts
(22%: of occupational oyc injuries), in the
construct ion industry  (21%t) ,  and in  thc
transportation and storage industries {19%).
Structural steel, boi lermaking and welding

tradespersons accounted for 17% of those

injured during paid work.

Home maintenance eye iniuries

Twenty one percent Of eye injuries occurred

during maintenance activities (ie. gardening.

electrical, vehicle or other 'do it yourself

maintenance), and l7 7o occurted during leisure

orrecreation excluding sport (4% ofeye injuries

occurred during sport).

Mechanism of iniury

By far the najority of cye injurics were
mechanical in nature - 51% ttf all eye injurrcs
were the rcsult clf a forei-sn body entoring the
eyc, I7%, of peoplc were hit in thc cye by a
nicrving obicct and 7% sustained abrasions,
lacerations or punctures t"o the eyc.

Scven pcrccnt of peoplc sustaincd chemical
iniurics to thcir eye.s, such as splashing or
spraying ol substances, or animal stings to the

cye.

Six perccnt of the e ye injuries wcre caused ry

non-ionising radiation such as wcldin-g f-laslt,
and lc/o or in juries wcro thermal burns to thc
cye.

Safety devices

Fourteen percent 0l' people with injurics to
thcir eycs reported wearing salety glasses at
the t ime of thcir inlury.

Factors in eye injur ies

Ninctcen perccnt or almost ttnc f i l ' th tt t '  c ie
injuries on thc QISPP databasc wcrc attr ibutcd
to powcred workshop grinders, buffcrs arrd
polishers.

Fivc percent ol '  cyc iniuries on the QISI'P
database were related to violencc.

Bul let in No. 32
FEBRUARY i99.5.

l)age 3

840 856qQISPP Ph:



VIOLENCE RELATED
INJURIES IN THE
WORKPLACE

QISPP recorded 615 cases of violence related

injuries occurring in the workplace presenting

at Brisbane South Hospitals in the six year

period ending 4ll 12193.

44Vo of the people injured wcre aged 20-29

years.

1.57a of injuries were perpetrated by children,
e.g. while being restrained to administer
treatment in a hospital.

The majority of injuries did not involve

weapons (27o involved knives) but werc the

result of punching, hitting, kicking or bitin-e.

Six cases required transt'er to a lar-gcr centre.

Seventy threc perccnt were injuries to thc head
or face including 57r- which wcre concussion,
and 5 patients who had dental injurics.

The most commonly involved occupations
were:

Guards & Security Officers
Police
Prison Officers
Registered Nurses
Taxi Drivers
Sales Assistants
Bar Attendants

l6Vo
9o/o

J o/o
'77o

7Ta
3Vo
27o

Four sales assistances were assaulted during
robberies (two were hit with rit-le or pistol

butts) and four were injured by disgruntl d
customers.

Twenty two porcent of iniuries wcre cuts and
lacerations to the hcad and face.

A further 22% of iniuries were fractures. Of
these 30%' werc fractures to tho nose.

6 patients rcceived injuries to the -senitals
including one bite.

Almost one thkd of al l  injuries occurred in
areas ol 'commorcc such as hotels, shops, and
cinemas. A furthcr fil 'th occurrcd in residential
insti tut ions such as hospitals and nursin-t
homcs.

The industrics where violcnce occurred most
often were transport (18'/, ,),  t ir lkrwed by health
and other communit.y services (167,').

lf you have any particular topics which you would like to see covered in our
bulletin please contact us as we would be more than happy to include your ideas.
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RURAL VI' DEO
QISPP has avai lable fordistr ibut ion a
video entit led 'Putting Safety First
on  the  Farm' .  l t  i s  a  15  min .  f i lm
produced by Country Safe which deals
with injury prevention in agriculture.
The fi lm is detailed, Pertinent and
interest ing.

To pi cs dealt with i n cl u d e t racto r saf ety,
seeding, hay cutting, hay baling, elec-
tricity, haruesting, gun safety, stock
handling, chemicals, safetY when
working with tyres, windmills and
chainsaws.

Copiesof thef i lm can be purchased
from QISPP at a cost of $30.00 plus
postage ($2.80). Please contact
QISPP on (07) 840 8569 if you are
interested.
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