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This Month.

In this month's edition rve cover the
following topics.

Rock Glimbing injuries

Paediatr ic Burn iniuries in
Brisbane South region

Iniuries occurring whilst
asleep

Iniuries to doctors

In juries in July 1994

Overview of deliberate non-
fatal self harm

38.
/06

3

CLIMBING
INJURIES
QISPP rccofded 35 inluries to.ock
clinbers in thc six yer| pcriod endin!
3l/12193. Of these 22 were males
and 13 temales with ages ranglng
llorn 10 to 59 yetrs.

Thirty four ofthcse iniurics occuned
during recrcalional aclivities tmd onc
was iniufcd while on the job (police
officer).

Ei-shtcen peoplc sustaincd iniud0s
whcn they lcll liom hcights ofovcr a
mclrc. Ten climbers lostconl.ol. and
7 nroved thenselves inlo a dangerous
position resulting in iniury.

Eleven climbers suftcrcd fractLlrcs,
t\\o had dislocations. lwo prescnlcd
wilh rope bufns to the hands and tht
remalnder sustained cuts. bruiscs or
sulerl iciaL abrrsions.
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INJURIES IN BRISBANE
souTH 117188 - 30/6/93

. QISPP recorded 1,137 burn injurics to
children under 15 yrs duriog this nve
yeal period.

. 157" rcquired admission

. 587, presented at Mater Children's
Hospital (almost all ofthe rcmainder
presented at Redland and QEtr Hospitals)

. Hospitals in the Brisbane South Region
tansferred 42 paediat c bum patlents
during this period (9 7, of their paediatric
bum caseload) to a larger ceflhe.

. 647d ofthese children were undcr five
ygaJs of ago

. 2070 were l0 to 14 years of age

. 6370 werc males

. Mnre malc\ were injurcd ihrn lcmale.
al every age: thc peat ages lbr burns to
maleswerr I to ) yiirJ) | m.rlescompri\L(
l \  o  Ih i rJs ' \ l  bu-n \  in  lh is  . r  !  e  - ! roup r : r lL
10 to 14 years (mal9s comprised two
thirds of bums in this age group olso)

. The worst age group tbr burns to
femal15 r-\.rs 2 lo J yeJJs of agc flcmale\
comprised 45% of burns in this age
group)

. Thc mostcommon geographical location
for these injuries was the child's own
home in the kitchen (2lt7o), followed
closely by the living or slceping aJea
(267.), the garden or giuagc (14cl.) and
the bathroom, laundry or toilct (10'l.)

. ln othcr fe"l le' i lrorn{s. children mo5l
commonly sustained burn injudes ln lhc
garden or garage (37.), or in the living
sleeping arca (27.), but not so much in
the kitchen ( I%)

PAEDIATRIC BURN
.The child's own hone bathroom,laundry
o-r toilet was the placa the most severe
burns seemcd to occur - 287d ofchildrcn
burned in thcse areas required admission

. Four cases were the result of house fires

. Foul cases of bums were violelrce
rclated.

.5070 olthese burn injurics vr'ere scalds

. 40q. ol hurns to the mouth, iaw or lip
were admitted and 307. of burns to ths
face, head or neck were admitted.

INJURIES
JULY 1994

ln July 1994 QISPP recorded
2,181 injury presentations in
seven hospitals in Brisbane
South. Ofthese injuries we have
selected a total of 14 to mcntion;

it2 Sell harm
66 Assauit
65 Machinery in operation
19 Horse related
17 Dog related
15 Scalds
l0 Fire, Rame, Smoke

relatcd
9 Thrcat to breathing
8 Hot substanca or hot

object rclated
5 Partner abuse
4 Electricity related
2 Gun rclated
I Cold conditions related
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DELIBERATE NON - . 37% were agcd 20 -29 Yrs

. 457, wcre males (ail-age, all iqury databrdc

avcrage Foponio ofm.Lles is 679.)

. 607, of the 15-19 yr olds were temales
and almost607, ofthe 40-49 yrolds werc

FATAL SELF HARM

. 3,170 incidents olintentional self harm temales
occurred during a six yearperiod cnding

. 734l. of deaths recorded by QISPP werc
males.

2. CHILDREN <15 YRS - BFISBANE
SOUTH REGION

. 71dl.' occuned in the pelson's own homa
. 0.27o ofchildhood injuies wcre the resr t

777, wcre ingestions of'lron therapeutic of intentional selfhaml

\/ substances' (defined below)
. 937, ofthese occuned in the 10-14 yrs

age group

3. OLDER PEOPLE > 65 yrs -
BRISBANE SOUTH REGION

. 'non therapeutic substances' included . 0.420 of injuies to oldcr peopte werc tnc
result of irltcntional self harm

baJbituratcs, sedatives,
tranquillisers and
psychotQpics 38E"

pills, drugs or medications
NEC 31%

J arcohor 13Ea " lEttf,,Xt 
- BRISBANE sourH

1. ADULTS > I5 YRS - BRISBANE
SOUTH REGION

3016/94

. 804/. required admission (database
average admission Iate is 129.)

. 2070 were cuts and lacerations
(sometimes overlaping with ingestion
ofno -drerapeutic subsuulccs c.g.
'drinking and slashed wrists )

4. RUFAL QUEENSLAND

. 0.37o of injudes in rural areas wcrc the
result of intentional sslf haJm

paracetamof ' 
. n-tng rr'. iouite;rJt7/,{i - 3016/92, l

household or other 
207' of iniudes to prison inmates w(rrc
the rcsult of intertional self harm

chemicals 2vo

pesticides tEo |,"}jlt:fi"i]"".1ifi.'XXi"',";,,13Ji1,?1;
. other ractors invorved 

the result of intentional sell harm

in thesc injuries were:
knives/scissors/nzors l47a
firearms l7o

. 607, of thcsc 3,170 cases presented at
Princess Alexandra Hospital
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INJURIES OCCURRING INJURIES TO DOCTORS
WHILST ASLEEP

During a two month period lrom 1/7/94 to
3ll8/94, 32 people plosented to hospital with
injudes which occuned whilst they werc
sleePlng.

Most of the people injured were cither under 15
years  {  l2  caser  |  '  fo ! r ' r7 {1  ) rs lqca \e \ ) .

In l8 instanccs the iljudcs involvedlal]ing out ' '

of bed or otf a chair; lour of these fcll from the
top  o ia  bunk  hed.  Ano lher  ducc  presen l r l i ,  n \
werg the rcsult of housc fires. Thc balance ol
C a s c s  \  e l e  d n  i { s J I I m C n l  o l  r } e  I n . l t l r i c t  ,  r

foreign body in eycs (3), bittenby an insect ( I ),
run over by a vehiclg while slecping on road
( l), dislocations or sfained muscles (3),stdking
bcd parts while dreaning (2) and one injury
while coughing.

Just undcr half of thcss iniudes (15) were
sevcre enough lo walrirnl an admission lo a
hospjtal. Approxinately 2(l% ofinjuriss were
fracturcs,257. werc soft tissue injurlcs, 157.
u( re  hebJ  in t  r re .  u i ,h  lh .  bJ l rnce  hc i l ) i  r
n . i \ iu rc  o t  \p r i in ( .  c )  c  i r  i r . r ie .  c -  L l i5 lJ . . r t i r r '

QISPP recorded 60 injury presentations by
general and specialist medical praciloncrs over
a six year period ending3lll2l93 More male
than femaie doctors were injured

l t  q . \  a  l .o  in te rcs l in !  ( r ,  no le  th l l  lhe  mJ in  l le
group injured was that of the 25 29 years.

The majority oicases werc iniured in the course
bftheir work in hospitals. .

Mosl injuries (80%) werc thal ol lacer|t i i)ns
and punctures nainly tion needlestick and
slipping wiih scalpcls, two were lrom acts ot
violencs and thtcc were splashed with blood.

Three of the injurics were scdous enough to
require admission, two required further
L r c J .  r \ ' n l  J n L l  l l _ r '  l r n r : l i n J . l  r e r ' e r v . J  m i n , r

treatncnl only.
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