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Purpose
To develop a more sensitive chart for neurovascular observations of lower limbs to 
support monitoring and escalation of care for patients with neurovascular conditions. 

Methods
An interdisciplinary team: vascular, surgical, and orthopaedic clinicians, and Human 
Factors expert. Multiple iterations before trialling in surgical services inpatient ward.

Results
An audit of 19 charts trialled revealed: 
• 100% compliance with plotting for skin colour and temperature, movement and 

sensation, capillary refill, and pulses. 
• In 68% of charts, lower limb pain was plotted.
• In 77% of charts, observation frequency was appropriately escalated. 
• Poor compliance for modifications, particularly from medical staff treating vascular 

patients with chronic venous pathologies (e.g, pulseless limb). 

Conclusions
 Good usability ratings.
 Trending line helps early detection of deterioration. 
 Satisfied the patient safety risk in monitoring and appropriate escalation of care. 
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